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preserved some from a temptation of sinning by obstinacy and disobedience
till a uniformity in that important point of discipline could be more easily
established.

The peace which the church at that time enjoyed afforded our saint
leisure to exert his zeal and employ his pen to great advantage. Commodus
began his reign with extraordinary moderation; and though he afterwards
sunk into debauchery and cruelty, yet he never persecuted the Christians.
He was poisoned and strangled in 192, being thirty-one years old, of which
he had reigned twelve. Pertinax, an old man, was made emperor by com-
pulsion, but reigned only eighty-seven days, always trembling for his own
safety. Being esteemed too frugal and rigorous, he was slain; and the
praetorian guards, who had often made and unmade emperors at pleasure,
whom the never-gainsaying senate confirmed, on that occasion debased
to the last degree the dignity of the Roman empire by exposing it to sale
by public auction. Didius Julianus and Sulpicianus, having several times
outbid each other, when the latter had offered five thousand drachms,
Julianus at once rose to six thousand two hundred and fifty drachms,
which he promised to give every soldier; for which price he carried the
empire. The senate confirmed the election; but the purchaser being
embarrassed to find money to acquit himself of his engagement, was
murdered sixty-six days after, having dearly bought the honour of wearing
the purple and of having his name placed among the emperors. Severus was
next advanced to the throne by a part of the troops, and acknowledged
emperor by the senate. Niger and Albinus were proclaimed by different
armies; but Severus defeated the first by his generals in 194, and the
latter himself, near Lyons, in Gaul, in 197, The Christians had no share
in these public broils. Tertullian at that time much extols the fidelity of
the Christians to their princes, and says none of them were ever found in
armies of rebels and, particularly, that none of them were ever engaged
in the party either of Niger or of Albinus. It is evident from the whole
series of the history of the Roman emperors that the people, from the
days of Augustus, never looked upon that dignity as strictly hereditary.
The confirmation of the senate, in the name of the whole Roman people,
seems to have been regarded as the solemn act of state by which an
emperor was legally invested with that supreme dignity; on this account
the Christians everywhere acknowledged, and faithfully obeyed, Severus.
He had also other obligations to them. Tertullian tells us1 that a
Christian called Proculus cured him of a certain distemper, for which
benefit the emperor was for some time favourable to the Christians, and
kept Proculus as long as he lived in his palace. This Proculus was the
steward of Euhodus, who was a freed man of the Emperor Severus, and
by him appointed to educate his son Caracalla. Tertullian mentions this

1 Lib. de Scapul. c, 4.